
New Connecticut DEP regulations on 
Sanding, scraping and pressure washing 

The Connecticut DEP is now enforcing provisions of its “Clean Marina” program concerning 
the disposal of materials resulting from sanding or scraping topside paint, varnish and bottom 
paint from your boat. 
 
1. Pressure washing can only be performed by yard personnel in the containment area where 

waste water, bottom paint and marine growth will be captured and properly disposed of.  
Pressure washing the bottom of you boat with your own equipment is strictly prohibited. 

2. All material that you sand or scrape from your boat, in a shed or outdoors, must be either 
captured by a vacuum fitting on your sander or by tarps positioned under your boat.  Waste 
material is then to be deposited in one of the yard’s dumpsters.  No waste material of any 
kind should be left on the ground. 

3. Portland Riverside, like all marinas in Connecticut, is now subject to inspection by the DEP 
concerning the disposal of waste materials. The penalty for non-compliance can be as much 
as $20,000.  Yard personnel will strictly enforce the sanding and scraping procedures shown 
above. 
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